
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Moral injury is increasingly understood within the 
community of military and veterans as a disruption of 
deeply-held or embedded meaning systems, caused by 
experiences of often unintended commission or failures to 
prevent harm, and/or perceived betrayal of “what’s right”  
by those in authority. These “Morally Injurious Events” 
(MIE’s) are recognized as having personal mental health 
consequences for those who directly experience them, but it 
is also important to consider their second-order effects on 
families and communities, and ultimately, their further 
implications at the societal level. In this sense, the way  
we communicate about Moral Injury as experienced by 
military and veterans has wide-ranging social significance 
(ASCN, 2021). 

 

Concepts of CMM as applied to Moral 

Injury & Interpersonal Neurobiology and 

Cosmopolitan Communication 
Apprehend moral injury under the spectrum of the concept 
of Coordinated Management of Meaning (CMM).  
Speakers demonstrated how we can understand the  
human experience in different facets on which we can act. 
 
 
 

 

Moral Conflict in Social Systems and 

Cultural Competency 

Apply the CMM theory from a cultural point of view.  
This approach is important in addressing some of the issues 
surrounding moral wounds that may affect the perception  
of identity and the moral system of individuals. The CMM 
theory allows us to understand the communication 
difficulties between individuals, especially in specific  
cultural environments, such as the military environment.  

 

Mediating Structures and Reflexivity: 
Metaphors, Family Systems, and  

Circular Questioning 

The CMM’s methodological approach: to consider contextes 
by analyzing them as stories bearing a particular subject 
(identity, interpersonal relationships, etc.). This approach is 
based on the idea that contexts contain moral information 
about what is right and wrong and that problems can arise if 
a person tests each action in conflicting contexts. 
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Webinar 
Organized by the Australasian Services 
Care Network 
 
Moderator: Robert Lippiatt 
Speakers:  
Dr. Barton Buechner & Dr. Arthur Jensen 
Dr. Beth Fisher-Yoshida & Dr. Susan Steen 
Dr. Vernon Cronen & Mr. Rik Spann 
 
Stay tuned! Follow us on social 

media (respectcanada) and visit our 
website: respectcanada.org 

 
C O N T AC T :  S E R V AN E  R O U P N E L   |   S E RV AN E @ RE S PE C T C AN AD A. O RG  

 

 
 
C O N F E R E N CE  R E P O R T   |  M AR C H  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1  

  
RESPECTCANADA.ORG 

 

A Communication Perspective of Moral Injury:  

Moral Foundations, Family and Social Systems,  

Moral Conflict, and Interpersonal Neurobiology 
In this webinar, the speakers apply the Coordinated Management of Meaning (CMM) theory of social construction in 
conjunction with the literatures of moral foundations, moral conflict and conflict resolution; family systems and therapy,  
and interpersonal neurobiology as a way of examining the impact of moral injury beyond individual experience.  

To (re)-see this webinar: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQR64IrEyJY&ab_channel=VeteranTransitionandWellbeingWebinarSeries  
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